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Industry News
US auto sales rose +9.9% in September to their highest level in five months despite a weak economy. Detroit’s Big 3 all reported increases in
sales with General Motors up +19.7%, Chrysler up +27.2% and Ford Motor Co up +9% from the previous year.

Quick Link 1

Sales growth in the US was aided by a greater number of consumers choosing to replace the older vehicles they had been holding onto since
the recession. More sales incentives and stable gasoline prices also led to strong sales of pickup trucks and SUVs in September.

Quick Link 1

Japan’s automotive plants are now running at full speed, however, auto sales dropped -2.1% in September as companies continued to work
their way back from the issues caused by the March earthquake. Toyota Motor Corp’s sales fell almost -18%, while Honda Motor Co’s sales
fell almost -8%.

Quick Link 2

Russia’s new car sales rose +26% in September from the prior year. The Association for European Businesses is forecasting a +28% rise in
sales in 2011 to 2.45 million, up from 1.91 million in 2010.

Quick Link 3

Luxury vehicles maintained their popularity in China during the month of September. Mercedes-Benz rose +12.7%, Audi increased +33.2%,
and BMW jumped +20.9% from the prior year.

Quick Link 4

September car sales in Spain and Italy fell to their lowest levels in 15 years. Italy’s new car sales for the month were down -5.7%, reaching
levels that have not been seen since 1996.

Quick Link 5

A greater number of incentives, an increase in supplies and the introduction of new products and technology have analysts anticipating a strong
finish for the automotive industry in 2011. Toyota is launching two new models and three redesigns and announced a continuation of its 0
percent financing on all 2011 models in October.

Quick Link 6
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